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Vanberg, Georg, A book is never really the product of a single mind. In the course of thinking through issues, developing arguments, and gathering data, I have benefited from the critical discussion, suggestions, assistance, and encouragement provided by countless people. I can thank only a few of them by name. This book began its life during my graduate training in the Department of Political Science at the University of Rochester, which provided a rich intellectual atmosphere. My two advisors, Bing Powell and Randy Calvert, gave generously of their time and analytic abilities during the early phases of this project and have had a profound impact on my thinking. I am grateful for all they have done. I also want to thank other colleagues from whose comments and insights I have profited along the way, especially Gregory Caldeira, Cliff Carrubba, Lee Epstein, Gail McElroy, Jeff Staton, and Keith Whittington. Barry Friedman, Lanny Martin, Kevin McGuire, Jim Rogers, and two anonymous readers generously provided invaluable suggestions on various chapters as the manuscript was nearing completion. I also want to thank several individuals who were critical in the data collection effort and in making possible the interviews with judges and legislators reported in Chapter 5, especially Dr. Gotthard Wöhrmann, Director of the Federal Constitutional Court, Professor Ernst Wolfgang Böckenförde, and Professor Hans Hugo Klein (both formerly judges of the Bundesverfassungsgericht). I am also grateful to all the judges and legislators who agreed to be interviewed for this project. Their names are listed in Appendix A of Chapter 5.
For encouragement and support in what sometimes seemed to me (and surely to them!) an interminable process, I thank our friends and especially xi
